
MULTIPLE CHOICE  - correct answers are in red 
 
1.  When were M&M’s Plain Chocolate Candies first sold to the public?   1936     1941    1954    1960 

M&M’s Plain Chocolate Candies went into production in 1941 in Newark, New Jersey. They quickly 
became a favorite of American GI’s serving in World War II, and it wasn’t long before they became 
a household name. 

 
2.  How many new colors of M&M’s were originally    manufactured?        1      2      3      4      5     

M&M colors have changed throughout the years, but brown, yellow, red, green and violet were the 
five original colors. 

 
3.    In which state were M&M’s originally produced? 
 Pennsylvania   New Jersey            Virginia      New York 
 
4. Approximately how many M&M’s are made in the United States every day?  
 48 million     125 million      340 million 

 

TRUE OR FALSE  
1. Mars stopped making the red M&M’s from the year 1976 to 1985. True—Red was eliminated in 

1976 because of health concerns linked to the red dye amaranth (FD&C Red #2). Despite the fact 
that M&M’s did not contain the dye, red M&M’s were removed to satisfy worried customers. Red 
was replaced with orange-colored candies. By popular consumer demand, red candies were 
reintroduced ten years later, and Mars also kept the color orange in the package mix. 

2. The “M” imprinted on the candies has always been white. False—In 1950, a black “M” was 
imprinted on the candies giving them a unique trademark. It was changed to white in 1954 and is 
still an immediate identifier for M&M lovers worldwide.  

3.   Mars didn’t created the first M&M computer animated spokescandie characters until 1995. 
False  - The most recognized symbol of the M&M brand has become their 
“Sporkescandies”, the characters that grace all M&M’s packaging and 
advertisements. Red and Yellow were the first introduced to the public in 
1954. Today, there are several more “Spokescandies”, each with their 
own unique personalities.  


